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Have your say 

Reducing carbon emissions – review of emission standards for heavy-duty vehicles 

 

We welcome the initiative to review current CO2 emission standards for heavy-duty vehicles 

and to set more ambitious emission reduction targets for such vehicles. We also want to 

stress that EU legislation, including CO2 emissions standards regulation, should be built on 

the life-cycle-based approach such as well-to-wheel or life-cycle analysis on climate 

emissions. Such a life-cycle approach is used in the 55-package of the European Commission 

(see FuelEU Maritime and RefuelEU Aviation). There are clear research-based reasons to do it. 

Under the current vehicle regulation, a manufacturer's compliance with its specific emission 

target is assessed only against the average tailpipe CO2 emissions of its fleet. We are very 

critical of this tailpipe approach. The tailpipe approach is not technological neutral. It also 

misses its primary objective: to guide towards reduced climate emissions and away from fossil 

fuels. It is not recognizing the great contribution in emissions reduction achieved using 

biomethane and other advanced renewable fuels.  

The 55-package of the Commission gives several legislative proposals for transport sector. 

The Commission has not provided proper impact assessment of the total costs.  We see it 

very important to understand the total costs of not only in the review of emission standards 

for heavy-duty vehicles but also in other initiatives given in 2021 and 2022 by the 

Commission. It is crucial, that the proposal ensures cost-effective emissions cuts in the heavy-

duty vehicles – this can be ensured only by following technology neutral approach. The 

sustainable biofuels are crucial to be in the measures to reduce the CO2-emissions from the 

road transport. This also improves energy self-sufficiency of the member states.  

Finally, we would like to remind you that the policy must be consistent. Now the renewable 

energy directive obliges the member states to increase the use of renewable fuels in 

transport. The directive also encourages the production of renewable energy. The 

Commission recent communication on the REPowerEU proposes to set a target for 

biomethane production (35 bcm by 2030) to cut dependence on Russian gas. We welcome 

this long-awaited initiative. At the same time, however, vehicle CO2-regulations hamper the 

use of biomethane, for example. We see this as a serious legal barrier for the use of 

biomethane in vehicles.  With the tailpipe approach sustainable alternatives such as 

biomethane will unfortunately be excluded from the market and denied the opportunity to 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13168-Reducing-carbon-emissions-review-of-emission-standards-for-heavy-duty-vehicles
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contribute to the mitigation of climate change. That would be in sharp contrast to scientific 

findings (e.g. the Joint Research Centre (JRC) of the European Commission: 

ttps://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC121213 ) showing that, from all 

combinations of fuel/energy carriers and powertrains explored, biomethane represents one of 

the absolute lowest greenhouse gas intensive routes.  
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