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POSITION ON THE DRAFT DELEGATED ACT ON TAXONOMY 

The Finnish Biocycle and Biogas Association (SBB) welcomes the efforts to engage the 

financial sector to support the European Green Deal and to invest in the transition to a 

carbon neutral economy. Despite the fact that the taxonomy report/intiative has taken 

notable improvements during its development phase and compared to the initial TEG report, 

we are still highly concerned about its actual capabilities of advancing carbon neutral circular 

economy in the EU. 

Our main concerns are:  

• Categorizing highly sustainable renewable energy such as biogas and biomethane 

with multiple positive externalities as a ‘transitional’ activity is not justified.  

• Additional sustainability requirements on bioenergy are not needed, because current 

sustainability criteria are introduced already by the RED II. It is a necessity to 

streamline the taxonomy to be coherent with other union legislation. 

• The draft taxonomy qualifies conversion/retrofit of existing natural gas networks to 

100% of hydrogen or other low carbon gases but the term ‘low-carbon gases’ has 

not been defined. At least all renewable gases should be under the scope to support 

a truly sustainable transition of the gas sector but at the moment it is not explicitly 

mentioned whether connecting plants producing renewable methane qualify 

sustainable. It is a necessity to include biomethane in the scope in order to advance 

the development of energy and material integration in Europe. Biomethane is 

renewable gas that is widely available already now.  It takes time before other 

renewable gases are widely in use. The biomethane paths the way to the other 

renewable gases, because the gas infrastructure can be used. 

• With regard to the transport sector, we propose that biomethane is clearly 

categorized for the ‘green’ category mitigating climate change. As on the LCA-basis, 

bio-CNG and bio-LNG can reduce emissions by more than 100% (JEC 2020) and 

biomethane plays a key role preventing the EU’s methane emissions in waste 

management and agriculture. The choice of 100% electrification will not result in 

decreased CO2 emissions by 2030, because the European electricity supply will most 

probably remain for the next 10 years – to a large extent fossil. Public transport 

vehicles running on biomethane and fleets of public authorities using biomethane 

should also be included, as done already in the Clean Vehicles Directive 2019/1161; 

consequently, also bio-CNG/bio-LNG refuelling points/stations should be included 

in the taxonomy.  
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• Regarding the Sea and coastal freight water transport, we strongly object any CO2 

emission reduction targets based on the tailpipe approach. Energy efficiency can be 

improved in different ways while no technology should be excluded contributing to 

the emissions savings in the sector: bio-LNG is clearly one of the few viable options 

that are available today. It can be used in existing LNG engines with little, or no 

modification and transported, stored and bunkered in ports utilising existing LNG 

infrastructure. Consequently, it can be used seamlessly as a drop-in fuel.  

It is important to recall the wider cross sectorial role of biomethane that can help in reduce 

emissions to air, water and land from various sectors namely agriculture, waste 

management, energy production, industry and transport. Biomethane production is at the 

heart of an efficient circular economy: it is the best way to recycle organic waste, to 

produce valuable renewable gas and biofertilizers. The potential of biogas and biomethane 

has pointed out in the several policy papers published by the European Commission in 

2020 such as in a Farm-to-Fork strategy, EU methane strategy and a new Circular Economy 

Action Plan. In Finland, nutrient recycling and biogas/biomethane are very much linked to 

the decarbonizing activities of agriculture, transport, energy production, industries and 

waste handling sectors. Finland has set a target to be carbon-neutral by 2035. 

 


